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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, September 28, 2025
Acts 2:1-13

Connection Points
1. Unwavering Hope for Athens: We have a vision of having 10,000 gospel conversations in and around Athens by the year 2030. Be praying for who you can share the gospel within your community! When you do share the gospel with someone, place a red pin on the map in the front atrium so that your church family can celebrate alongside you! We also have a gospel conversation booklet available to give you some tips on how you can share the gospel!
2. September Sunday Social – Join us outside today at 10:30AM for a cereal bar! This is a great opportunity to meet new people and get more connected at Beech Haven!
Main Point
The Holy Spirit empowers weak people with joy and boldness to carry the gospel to all nations. 
Sermon Synopsis
The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost shows that Christianity is not sustained by human strength but by God’s power, who invades our weakness like a rushing wind. The Spirit gives believers lasting joy, fearlessness, and God’s very presence so they can proclaim the gospel with boldness across every culture. A Spirit-filled church lives on a global gospel mission, not a national one, carrying the unwavering hope of Jesus to all nations.
Lean In
1. Share about a time when you felt the force of nature—particularly a strong storm wind. What’s the strongest wind you’ve ever encountered?  What was it like?  
Leader note: In our lesson today, the coming of the Holy Spirit is described as ‘a sound like a violent rushing wind.’  We will discuss the effect of the Spirit in the lives of believers.
Look Down
Read Acts 2:1-13
2. What are the signs of the Spirit’s arrival in vv. 2–3?  Can you put yourself in this scene—in the house with the disciples, in the streets of Jerusalem with people who heard the powerful sound (v 6)?  What would your reaction be?

3. How does Acts 2:4 show that the Spirit empowers believers beyond their natural ability?

4. Do you think the disciples were surprised at what the Holy Spirit did through them at Pentecost?  Before the Holy Spirit came, do you think they could have imagined being used that way?  Why or why not?



5. In this passage, the manifestation or expression or outcome of the Holy Spirit led the disciples to speak in foreign languages in a miraculous way.  Does the Holy Spirit only empower believers in miraculous ways?  What are other ways the presence of the Holy Spirit in the lives of believers expresses Himself?
Leader note: The Holy Spirit may well work miraculously through believers.  He also expresses himself in other ways. See 1 Corinthians 12:6-11 and Galatians 5:22-25.
Look In
6. What do you think the Holy Spirit could do through you that would surprise you?  Is it possible for the Holy Spirit to do something through you that would surprise you?  Are you open to being controlled by the Holy Spirit in this way?  


7. The Spirit turned ordinary people into witnesses. How have you experienced God’s presence making you braver, wiser, or more joyful than you could be on your own?

  
Look Out
8. The Spirit enabled the proclamation of the gospel to people of other nationalities.  What other places in the Bible show that God’s heart is ‘global in perspective’?  
Leader note: God’s covenant with Abraham includes a promise to bless all peoples (Genesis 12:1-3) and Revelation paints a picture of people from all over before the eternal throne (Revelation 7:9-10).  


9. How is the arrival of the Holy Spirit essential for the church’s mission?  
Leader note: The disciples did not lack knowledge about Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection and his ascension. What they lacked was being empowered by the Holy Spirit.  What does the Spirit provide us with that knowledge by itself does not?  


10. After the resurrection the disciples were still looking for a national mission—for Jesus to restore the kingdom to Israel.  Jesus wanted them to embrace a gospel mission (see Acts 1:6-8).  What’s the difference between a gospel mission and a national mission?

Leader note: Highlight 3-5 items from the table:

	National Mission
	Gospel Mission

	Limited to one people, one land, one culture
	Expands to every people, every land, every culture

	Depends on law, political authority, military strength, or social influence
	Depends on God in prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit

	Seeks to restore political control, prosperity, and national prominence
	Seeks to proclaim salvation in Christ, making disciples of all nations

	Seeks cultural security in a kingdom of men
	Seeks eternal security in the kingdom of God

	Defines people by ethnicity, heritage, and borders
	Defines people by their union with Christ, crossing all borders

	Temporary, rising and falling with kingdoms of men
	Eternal, advancing until Christ returns and His kingdom is complete

	Celebrates the strength and wisdom of men and their abilities
	Celebrates the weakness of men and the folly of the cross

	Measures success by political sovereignty and cultural dominance
	Measures success by faithful witness and transformed lives in Christ



Good things can compete for our energy as well as bad things. The only unwavering hope available to people is Jesus.  Let’s ensure our investment of time and resources matches our convictions.  

11. How did the crowd react to the presence of the Holy Spirit? 
Leader note: Some were confused (v. 6), then amazed (v. 7) and then amazed and perplexed again (v.12) while others mocked (v. 13).  Why do you think they reacted that way?  Have you seen a similar response from a non-Christian to the work of the Lord today? It’s possible that they were ‘kicking against the goads’—that is, they castigated or dismissed the experience so that they would not have to deal with it personally.  If they acknowledged it, then they would take it seriously and contemplate the significance of it for their own lives. By mocking or sneering, they could put off wrestling with it.  Do you see similar behavior today?  

 
 
Gospel Conversation Ideas:
1. Share honestly with a friend or coworker where you feel weak and then say: “I’ve been learning that God doesn’t expect me to be strong enough. His Spirit actually gives me power I don’t have. Have you ever thought about faith that way?”
1. If someone comments on your peace or joy, respond: “It’s not that life is easy—honestly, it’s the Spirit of God reminding me of His love. Do you have anything like that in your life?”
1. When you interact with someone from a different background, say: “One thing I love about Jesus is that He’s not just for one culture or group. He’s for every people and place. Have you ever considered that?”
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